"Aldridge - Secrets from The Lodge is a small
publication tracing the almost unknown history of an
18th Century manor house/shooting lodge located on
the fringes of Walsall. A significant portion of the book
gives a focus to the period from 1937 when it provided
accommodation for a minimum of 50 Spanish/Basque
refugee children and their carers.

The author provides details about the arrangements
made before and during the period when Aldridge
Lodge provided a safe haven for children generally
under 14 years of age escaping the horrors of the
Spanish Civil War.

Uniquely, from the records quoted in the book the daily lives of the children and
their carers provide a revealing insight. It traces the co-operation between the local
council (especially named councillors who were champions of the project) and other
sympathetic organisations at a time when the government of the day felt unable to
officially support the work at The Lodge and other similar colonies.”

Where acknowledgement is given to the Basque Society for help and permission to
use photographs, | am mainly referring to the Basque Children of ’37 Association
UK.

To purchase a copy please contact Lynne Ingram at lynatstonnall@aol.com.
Cost is £5 plus £1.30p&p for one copy and £1.64p&p for two copies.



