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Visit to Guipuzcoa

by Carmen Kilner

In April 2011 | was delighted to be
invited to return to talk in two schools
in Guipuzcoa. My first visit was to the
Ikastola Zurriola, San Sebastian, where
one of our members, David Bumstead,
is a teacher. He regularly teaches
his class of 16/17 year olds about the
Basque children’s evacuation to Britain.
| spoke in English about about my
mother and the Basque children.
The students, who were already well
informed, responded with thoughtful
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comments and questions. Also present
was Javier Lacunza, a nifio who had
come to England with his brother. They
were in the Honiton colony in Devon until
their return in 1939. He gave invaluable
first person experience to the session.

After that we had a complete change
of scene, meeting with 50 or so excited
9-10 year olds. Although challenging,
they were a delight, participating very
fully! They had no problem identifying
with or understanding the emotions,
fears, sorrows and also excitement
experienced by the young refugees.
They had plenty of questions for Javier
and me, both prepared (in English and
Spanish) and spontaneous, including, to
Javier, “What did you do on birthdays?”

My final talk was to the Instituto de
Elgoibar. Here the audience consisted
again of older students and was also
attended by a good number of staff.
They had all just watched the film “The
Guernica Children”, so my involvement
was more one of answering questions
and general discussion. With me was
Ana Santolaya, the daughter of Luis
Santolaya, who was at the Plymouth
colony.

Whilst | was in Elgoibar, three other
schools contacted me and asked me to
talk; and | will do so later in the year.

We know that there are schools
in Southampton, Eastleigh, Sutton,
Hereford and elsewhere that teach this
special period of history that unites
our two countries, so it is fitting that
their Basque counterparts are also
increasingly doing so. Education is one
of the prime aims of our Association,
and it is a source of satisfaction that it is
increasingly being fulfilled.

| can’t help thinking that my mother
would be laughing (were she alive) to
hear that she is being talked about in
San Sebastian, where she was born
and grew up, and in Elgoibar where her
maternal family roots are and where my
family and | are regular visitors.
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