%1 -
“ Kate Thornycroft.

ragae - B

REPORT ON JOURNEY TO HENDAYE FEB 3rd 1938.

1 have just returnde, with two others, from taking G4

Sapish children and four Senoritas back to thelr» native land.

For aight months they had made England thoir adopted home, and

I know that for the rast of thelir lives thisy will remembar the
English as thse people who saved them whon death took many of their
friaends.

Laat Wadnosiay was a roush day to croas ths channel, ard the
axcited chattar of the children stopnad as soon as wa galled,

Thay wore nearly all sick - quietly eand without fuss., One little
girl knelt in her bunk, weoping and praying inatead. But befors

we reashed Disppe all wera talking incessantly again « high apirits
which lasted as far as the Spanigh frontisr. me———

At Diepne woa got into our reservad third class coach, and
sattled down for the 21 hour journsy %o fendaye. Thore were ten
gchildren to a e¢sriare, 20 for the night the 1little onrs tucked up
in the lugrage rack { I found myself that it was the hest plece).
‘ven'so, only between two and five a.m. was there comparativae
silencos at dawn all were awske, and calling out at sach station
"Do you speak Spaniash?” Wheon we told neople we were bound for
Spain,”"Poor childreni” they safd,

We reached fendaye at midday on Thursday. Fed cross nurges
offered the childr n milk, but few drank 1t. Then, as, u:dér an
escort of Frenefl soldiers we walked onte the international bridge
betwean peaceful Franed end warring Spain, all wore suddenly silent.
French people at thelr windows watehad, silent too. At the Spanigh

©nd of the bridsge wers many welle-armed sentries and offlcors., A
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woman camo forward and gsavae the fascist asaslute, A feow chil-u
dran's hands went upg "Alll~ she shoutaed: some bundles wore
dropped and childish aerms ralsed raggedly. The guards stood
with emotionless fecas, grim, bored, their bodles briatiing «ith
wepons of war, Hetwoon them passcd the silent children: two
iittio girls warae carrying cradles with delis in them - relies
of gentleness in England, the country where there was no war.
Children and 8onoritas recelved no smiln of woleome - no
ons to meot them but these humeurlese of"lclals: no receptions
or bunting for them, amd, it appearad, no dinner. hat a ¢hange
from the fuss that was masdo of the firat five hundred who wont
home!l Wa English were left outside the barrier with various
quastions unanswored, Vie wantsd at least to say good bye to
“the ohildren, end although parmisslon for this et o T
rofused, wo persistad and 1t w»ss evdntéally granted, s atepped
five yards onto &panish asphalt, and for the firat time since
they lsft the station the children spoke again: "Good-byal
thank you for sverything! Adicsl™ e knew the sincority of
those words. Tears wores dropping silently down the checks of
the slder ehlldren. "You may kisce: the boys” said one officer.
Wo dsclined ths offor: wo did not want to cause a scens,

Three depressed English peopla we wore who walled bagk inte
Francs . IT wea sad to thilnk that thoss children were sfraeid %o
return to their home country. Theoretically thelr parents
would Do raady to receive them in Hllhaoy but why was ne English
nargon allowed to go thsr» end witness the reunlon?

Yext day tho frontier was sntirely olosed. hon it roopens
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another party of children will go from "“ngland. A tiwousand
have alrzady gone, but there are nearly thrso thousend left.
The "nglish public has done much in keeping the childrem till
now, but neople are glving less now, and all parents now in
"ilbeo aroc boing asked to take their children hack if they
nossibly esn. Gennral Franco 1s also keen to get the children
haok,

Qur supnort of the childron who are homales: 1s now a wmattor
of 1life andi deati: to them, Most of those now in lingland have
sikiharxinsdrxinatexanreniagroexhnvaxhanxingrisenxiyrors
varonts alther lost, imprisoned in Tillhao or refugees in Hastern
Spain, Sueh chlldren cannot go to Tilbasog 1f funds give out .
ghey will jein the m!lilons of rarugeea 1n Fastern spnin,

e

o half starved and bombed. Af group of 120 sueh children wore
k¥1lled in Percolona a week ago.

Eight childrsn from Penstone will go to ilbao in a fow
woeks., The rost oannot po. Our hoadguartors, having subsidissc
us for five months, asks us now to hecome sgelf-supporting againg
otherwise cur homs may be prematuroly closad. Cannot we do thia?
In the towns of ths lorth, with much rovarty, there are asslf-.

| suprorting hormes for Facquse childran. %erthing hes dono so much
for tho ehildran; wo do not want the 1ivos of the children we
cared for te bs lost now. s want anothar £10 a week to be
given locally, . 10/- 8 weak "adopts” a child.  Who will preserve

a future mother of Spain?
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