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ME alav late om in May 19372 liner
OI..:-nLing: the worse For wear and

filleed 1o everMowing with children
came alongside at Southampton Docks.
Her eniry was silent. No ship's siren bid
her welcome in case it frighlened the
children, They were Hasques, relugees
from a region of Spain that was suffering
terribly from the Civil War then raging in
ihat country. 5o on this silent note began
a saga thal clasely invelved Southampion.
Al times ihe bitterness and passion that
divided Spain was to spill over and reveal
isell im the Basque children and the
English participanis.

Few moiorists travelling inLo
Chandler's Ford from Seuthampton will
foalise that the hypermarket mow stands
on the site of the transit eamp for the
refugees. In the fine summer of 1937 this
was home for 4,000 children between the
ages of B and 14, They came from all over
(he¢ Basgue regiom; some even  had
survived the horrors of Guernica, where
actival bombing on civilian targets had
b ested for the fiest time with the
ee ant death toll of 2,000,

The Civil War in Spain had polarised
the political passions of Europe. The
plich: of the Basgques, however, had an
imernational appead which  superseded
anv political allegiance. The fight for their
homeland and fueros (ancient freedom
and rights) drew forth a worldwide
response of sympathy and support. The
bombing of Guernica, the cradle of their
nationalism, by the German Conder
l.cgion added to the appeal. OfTers o take
the children came from America and most
al Europe,

In England and Mational Joint
Cammitiee For Spanish Relief informed
the Basque authorities they would initially
accept 2,000 children, The body was mads
up of members from all political parties,
tha churches and other interested groups.
Ta deal with the children the Basgues
Children®s Committes was set un. A team
w= 1hen sent down 1o Southainpton,
¢hh. . hecause af the port, o find a site
for the transit camp, while suitable
accommoedation Tor a lopger stay in
England could be arranged.

The offer of o well-drained 30 acre gite
adjoiniog the hen main
Suhampton—London rod Wik
snapped up. Lent by Me, G, H. Brown of
Swaythling Lane Farne, the Tield was a
seene of Beaverish activity until the arrival
al the Tirs children on May 23rd. Drains
were installed, water piped o amd 400 bell
jents and Five marquess were put up by
wolunteers  ander the pwidanee of the
Sevans snd ¥MO AL Soon help came from
all directions. A large house, Maoorhill at
Wooarerd, wos accepled for the wse of siaff
rd thweee children oo weak 1o sleep in
jomis, Ve anast unusasl sowece of help
wits the bunting used al the coronation of
Cicorpge the Sivihz made ol heavy woollen
mat, it was ideal for blankets.

Work wis going opace when news came
from Bilkao that the Basques wished to
wend o Tuether 2,000 ehildren.  Urgemt
nepatiations ook place with the Heme

Bell tents and the clenched fist salute

Basques at .
Stoneham

FORTY YEARS AGO A :FIELD MNEAR SOUTHAMPTON SAW THE
AETERMATH OF A TRAGEDY WHICH MANY BELIEVE WAS THE FIRST
ACT OF THE POWER STRUGGLE WHICH HAS CONTINUED EVER SINCE.
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Office before permission was granted. Dr
Richard Ellis flew back to Spain with the
news and to accompany the children on
their voyage to England. He had been in
charge of the medical mission sent out 10
examine all the children and discard those
who were oo weak. Agahst a
background of [lrequent halts due lo
Mationalist air raids. he and his team
carried out their work, A visit he made to
the Civil Hospital in Bilbao illustrated the
desperate plight  of  the  Basques.
Equipment lay idle waiting for spare
parts, surgical dressings and anassthetics
were equally scarce with operations
carried oul despite the lagk £7drogs,

Far the trip to England the old
converted liner Habana was used, The
children were (aken down (o the guay in
trainloads of 600 amidst scenes of great
emotion. All through May Z0b the ship
was loaded so she was ready to sail on the
carly morning tide. Belore she left the
Basque President Senor Aguirre went on
baard to bid them Tarewell,

The Habana was escorted by a Spanish
destrover until she picked up the British
convay under the Repal Ogk and the
Forester a few miles off shore. The
crassing was rough and sairits were low
till England was sighted midday en the
22nd. By that evening the Habang was
alongside @l Southampton  wailing
clearance from health authorities under
D Maurice Williams. The next day,
Sunday, saw the first group of children
muove into the camp and receive a wisi
from the home Sccretary, Sir Kingsley
Wood,

We have an excellent account of lile al
Sroneham Camp in the Pamphler *"The
Basgue Chifdren in Enpland ™ by Y wannc
Cloud and D Righard Ellis. Alhough
swepl awiy At tmes in rhetorie of
commitment to the Republican gause, it is
most revealing on the selup-of the camp
and Lhe prablems gncouniered.,
Coniroversy straightaway broke out over
the division of the children. The Basgue
authorities had allotted places on the ship
(o ull ihie loval political parties according

to their showing at the last clection.

To us it may seem strange bui in the
situation it was the only feasible way that
would  not  lead to subseguent
recrimination. The camp authorities
controversially kept the divisions and o
the children were grouped in  tenls
according  their parents’ palitical
affiliations. Mot just two or three parties
but all shades of Basque opinion were
represented, including  two  anarchist
groups — a stramge phenomsnon on
English soil,

Politics pervaded all aspects of camp
life. "ﬁ-ml_ﬁ__c_r____mlmﬂ-thﬂ political
commitment was Torged by the civil war
Gnd the passion that the Spanish bring 1o
their politics, *'Their smoking and intersst
in palitics were the most noticeable things
about them,” said Mr Blbert Arthur
remembering his days as a young
volunteer at the camp. On one occasion 4
group of children went withoul supper
rather than wear the yellow armband — 10
differentiate them from thoss who had
already eaten — because it was the colowrs
of Franco's Moroccan (roops.

The main purpose of the camp was 10
give time for the Basque Children's
Committee o find homes for (ke
children's stay in England; have them
medically checked and record all details
far their eventual return to Spain. While
they were at the camp ihey had (o be
accupied and organised. Afer the carly
heady days the camp took on 2 more
streamlined appearance, Basque teachers
accompanying the children gave lessons as
well as those volunteers who  spoke
Spanish.

The oceasional trip outside the camp
was grganised, 1he most popular being 10
Eastlesgh  airport wheee  the  children
peered closely ar the planes rhar had so
frightened them when they first arrived in
the country,

Entertainments were put on, with a
cinema and shows from  outlside
performerss A few  Basques sal for
Augustus John the anist, who had his
gwn tenl al the camp. However nothing
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i on for the children equalled 1he
delight with which hey grecied whilg
lpeaud, which was hoarded and bartered
with greatl gusio,

Discipline was a problem at the ¢iamp.
To indvce a more responsible atiiude i
the older bays and in recognition of the
adult dutics they had of necessity carried
oul boack hame, they were given their awn
arcu ol the camp o adminisicr, This
followed o Tuirly  seriows incident thao
renehed e columns of The Times, A
group of boys vandalised the chapel 1em,
slashing the vcanvas ond  breaking the
vrows, The e also relerred 1o a *mini-
riod " om July 12 whoen some children were
vaitgghit steiling fronne thie clethes store,
otherwise anly Lhe ol
disapproranee ol boys bent on reaching
Fomclon eansed any concern 1o the Cmp
authorites, save one incidenl on June 19,
when the Fall of Bilbao 1o the Marionalises
weibs sanisestiieed over Lhe camp radia.

“Weowery moch oregrer thal o cnemy
troops are now 0 the town of Bilban
the  rest ool e anmanesecmen
dreswaneel Benoa Dggort srendering wal of pricl
amd  moumtinge  tide of  bysteria, The
londspeaker van was stoned, he priest
whoy had rranslated  the annowscement
wins abtacked, and children broke om ool
the viomp confines, while mos siiyed
fwwirving rhythmically inan abandonment
of geiel™", Order was pradwlly restoreed,
with those remaining shepherded 1o Gheir
tennts, Palice were called i o provent any
migre broaking oue amd Tind the 30 who
bl :Lfruatd}- dame s, By Tour o'clock the
st meerning=all the children haed been
avvonnted  For, sasse up o0 Four miles
iy,

I Baer conpmmerenmiesermbggn ) wiirene Sl Lo emad ol
wiech  which il seen a0 worsening
sitvgrion i e Tseue country amd 2
prowmg  fension i ihe eamp, b
crrerisginment was Lud on bot the children
treated B as an obvivos disirction, News
watane dhrwugh onothe Saturday altermoon
o Phe soeremdder of Billios whide i Jahn
RBeith bemd o the BIC wos visiting the
cingy, Bl imnedsucly phesed [ asticlang
il preisees] Tl Bnnest oo anio the
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cp commmiiiee whee  decided o
annawney the news alter supper. Thosy
helpers  present were stunned by he

intensity ol the reaction deseribed  hiv
Yvomme Cloued s 1 he miost spontinmeus
et lurst of Borror and pioureiing thil hos
evett begn witpessed smonest childeen™,
Adthaowgh e incident waist a shadow
ot the camp o did ool prevent e
dispersal - of ahe childres 1o homes
provecding at a seady pawe, Theee sl
abter they arreved e Stonelom Camy the
Fiesl wrou)y were on the move i, (s
i o dhe Cuodigress Fall, Clapion in
Losmacdosn 1o b 1 i wire of the Salvation
Moy Ihk':r' cinnsedd sk conhdreieeainenn
o then mosts b opeewling the Hewose
Sevictiny with the wlenclivd st slule,
The Cathelic athorities on ther panl
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found hemes for 1200 of which 70 stayedd
in Soathammon.  Apart  from hose
mentioned the children were looked afier
by church hodies or else local veluniary
groups under the acgis of ihe Dasgue
Children®s Committee.  Mumbers  were
dwindling at the camp and by August | 3th
i was down to 3200 Finally  on
September THh the camp closed with the
last growp of 220 children moving on 10
new surroundings.

There were still refugees staying in
Southampton and the lsle of Wight bul
for snersl people in this area the alfair had
ended. The camp had had s darker
moments with the death of 1wo children,
the outhrepk of 1yphoid and ihe events of
June 1ch, bur overall it was a grem
suceess. The provision of one million
maeinls wits wilness to1he elTicieney ol the
argansation while (he medicsl care wis
cepranlly good with the oatbreak of (yphoid
amagingly confined ta one child., The
camp finshed an o happy aote with the
marriage of a4 Basgue wonen teacher 1o
an English helper the day before it closed

The subseguent stay of the children in
Englind was much less harmonious, Par
ol the problems lay  in the  varving
stanclirds of care o e omes where the
whildesn were sene b, S were eveel i
with  pawd  Gagilities and  teachers bt
onhvers were inefliciently organised with an
appearanee mare i keepimg with a POW
camp, Perbaps 0 was unavoidable sih
more han [0 [ouations Bul it was a0 these
latter gnes that the worst trouble broke
aut. On July Sith @ Searborough 80
children marched on the cookhouse o
complain about the foed. A brawl ensued
il the ook had to run Tor his life chased
by o horde brandishing knives. The
s hvorities nol approciiive af the more
camic aspects of the afTair, rowended up
e romgleselers nd adispersed  thein 1o
vitleer o,

Five were il 16 i Alimistry ol Laboan
camp ol Brechlo me Coresrthewn,  Dhe
vy ks b i iselated  situation and
o ly organved. The sscdents mounied
upe. Aovar wos stolen, a Bentley damaeed
and  mally ihe bovs marched on the
village andd araeked the pub. T he police
were witlled it restone order, Thoeueh
e Iaeas “alleged they siaw guns pomting
at them the  winclow™  the
Compnetee For Sponisl Keliel decided the
gime had eome For decisive acton. They
semt the ringleaders ome 1o Sparin, and
divided the resd snongst the ather camps.
Adter ahal thers were B0 mare seriss
o breahos ol violenee.

The prompt sending back (o Spain of
the  troublemmabers  only begeed  ihe
guestion. 1 i wis sl oo eetuen hem
thein why ol the rest of ihe children? Fs
e e ol Ovrobwer P97 ihe war was oner
for the north of Spoas, B by mid.
st fhe sitwstion waies so0 obwiously
ronriing The way ol the N:1|:i-;|||.,lll\-|\_ thor
Pl Fovgelishy gomwer mmient set upy i enagusry
foeageest when the elnldren shoubd b
tetuengsl, Tlie Basague @ Taldren s 1l
Copmmsswom pepswried o the el ol
Cherober e recommmended hee mmed e

ol ol

returm of 500 snd the rest 1o follow as
Ao ats possable,

Presaure had built up Tor this oo
Ko August. In iha month the Papal
[Felegare i Bilbao with  the  implicin
suppart of the Maticnalist awtboriies seme
over Father Cabanm (o seek the children's
return. He brought letiers from ansious
parents wanting their children, bur his
reception  Trom the Basgque Children™s

Committee was frosty,  For them any
dealings with the conquerars of the
Busgue  country  wis  distastelul. The

repart of the Legal Commission may hine
pudged them inte action b inowos
diliviery, By the end of Linuary 1938 only
Y36 had been returned and 46 af jhew
went outside Spain,

This gpprocsich 1o the problem wis sween
11 senme guarters as deliberane abstuciion
T pabivicild tesisoms. Ason resali o connier
gromy was el up tha s moenth calling
itsell’ the Spanish Children Reparriation
Comumitter. Chaired by the Duke of
Wellingion it incleded such leading Torie]
of the day as Douglas Jerrold and the
socicty hostess Lady Londonderey. They
natwrally weped on mmediate return of
the children, pointing oue Dt the B
conmiry laud Been peacelnd sinee Augis

sagrilicontly  the asticaion Tor gl
Hepotrionion Comnitiee cione mol odn
the Tory party but from the Caholiy
church in the form of Cardinal Hinsley . 12
revealed  the  dilemma the Catholiy
authorities  feli  towards  the Basgue
children. Dty bound 1o look after iho-e
whose parents were Basgue MNationilisis
{reparded as devour Catholics) all their
symipaithy lay with the cawse of Franvo,
Therelora, in their eves there wis na need
1o dither with the Basque country Girmiy
under Mationalisl control. By sending the
children bawck promapely they wontld leo
b givang ieplicit suppwer ) aond credibilies
Ler thie Matiomialisg canse,

lor the Bisgue Children®s Commniney
el i s o Besininges 1es b Keputalican
side il was hike o red rag do g bull, The
leiver wolumas of The Tomey woere witpess
o the acrimony between the Ao groups,
The children were being converted *tinta
Clieist -l e linele Casinirtigimang =
thundercd  those Tor Repatriibion; e
rebowted Pl asther side, se swill returm e
Spvnn wonsld enly led e o relormEnar
aind reeeduciition”” fo loarn the wavs ol
Fasisim.

A Tor ihe children thes were slowly seni
Back. Hy the end of 1939 there were <0201
LD Jeft i England, SO0 af which were
wnly waiting For transport 1 Spai, The
Fate ol the last SO0 woes umselevided, Tie
Hosgue Children®s Commiiee consideread
it wromy (o eeturn Uiese children, Perlaps
Because they hod ne Gunily o relations oo
v 1, o dlse those they did leve, were in
prisonn. Some mever returned, and sernled
i Enefinel. Others eveniually el for
v o Clsas o B ge pew Bile o S b
Admericas By then, anyway, (e probile s
wl abhe Bseague childdbren Biad Been
anvertaken B evenits clsews Do o | LIEER 4
ol Ter e et i e elhane ol paebidicns
UERERD evmer wvwnpn Dinme, o wenetaloon Laer,
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